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Abstract

This paper presents findings from my PhD researojegt titled “Exchange networks
and parallel currencies: Theoretical approachesttadase of Greece”, which aimed
to investigate the initiatives and schemes whoselpees transact among themselves
without the use of the official currency — in tkisse, the euro.

Of course, we women receive training for and wep gisactice every day to be
“‘economic agents” without official currency. Thepea however, focuses on the
participation of women in the non-official currenaynon-monetary economic spaces
created outside households. In many cases womer f@mwnded or they are
coordinating the initiatives, and in most case# ttode is essential for the schemes to
function and develop.

Therefore, this paper attempts to study the rebdardings from the point of view of

women: why they participate in this activity, whedonomic responsibilities, roles
and powers they acquire through the schemes, heywghrceive their own activity,

what are the implications of this activity for theiconomic life in general and what
economic knowledge they create themselves and makailable to all of us.

Keywords: exchange networks, parallel currencies, free &5@zasreece, women’s
point of view.
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Introduction

When my PhD research started in February 2009a# mot designed to be a
feminist economics project. | am a feminist of myrtherefore, one could say that
my PhD would be feminist anyway — but the realgythat my research was starting
without any specific theoretical background, muebsl a feminist one. The lack of
initial theoretical base was due to the peculiapityhe research subject-matter and of
the limited bibliography existing worldwide.

Therefore, this paper belongs to a larger reseproject (the PhD research
project of the author) titled “Exchange Networksl d&arallel Currencies: Theoretical
approaches and the case of Greece” and examirgngcttnomic activity without the
use of any official currency, which takes place dyel charity or family-friendship
circles. The research project examines parallekagies, exchange networks and free
bazaars, most of which emerged the last yearsaedc@rand still emerge and develop,
especially since 2009 onwards. Moreover, some suegs initiatives have been
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included in the project, despite the fact that tbegnot be categorised into any of the
already mentioned scheme types

By the term “exchange networks” we mean structwvagh facilitate non-
monetary exchange for their members and they dteereof general nature or
specialised in one sector of activity. The termefexchange bazaapopiotiko-
avraAloktikd malaptl) is the one used for bazaars where people carmy lhimgs
(clothes, petty machines, shoes, toys, books, €Dsifure, etc.) to exchange them or
just give them away and take anything they beligvis useful to them. The free
networks are online only; their members notify whbay want to give something
away for free or when they need anything that mipgat available but not yet
announced online, and they get instantly notifidgeew something is disposed by any
network member.

By “parallel currencies” we mean any currency usetlansactions by people,
without this being official in any country. A pal&l currency might have only a
virtual or digital appearance (f.ex. units creditech computer database) or it might
take a physical appearance in material currencgsnassued by the currency users.
The important feature of parallel currencies ist tteey have no (positive) interest
rate, so loans are without interest payments amngemcy accumulation is not
encouraged.

Then, the entire project had been designed witli@edsing on the role of
women and without using feminist theory as it madireoretical background.
However, the subject—matter was such that imposeadmy methods which belong
mainly to the feminist approach of conducting sbaearch, but also it showed that
in this economic activity, it was impossible notdee and pay attention to women’s
involvement.

The paper is divided into two parts: the first pexamines the methods and
theoretical arguments used and constructed respbctfor the purposes of the
research project. The second part will presenfititings concerning the role and the
views of women within the activity studied.

A.1l. Ethnographic methods and formulation of the fist theoretical arguments

If you start your research project with just theesdial questionwhat are
those people doing? Why? Are they doing anything #t is “economic” or has
any “economic” implications?”, you know that you are already in big trouble with
theory. The choices | have had from literature wexther limited: either | should
dismiss all this activity as “irrational” or outgiceconomic scope, or | had to turn the
study into another discipline, perhaps, sociologpmhropology, given that it would
be easier to find some literature in those disegdito support our project.

Instead of facing the literature dilemma within theary, | decided that first |
had to answer the main question as stated aboveo This, | opted for the method of
observation especially when any scheme was holding a fam gathering open to
the public.

Of course, typically, this belongs to the qualitatmethods section, so as time
went by, | also used other method$servation with participation; text analysis
discussion.The method ofthick description” used by anthropologists has also been

! For a detailed description of the schemes studietithe findings concerning their activity so e
Sotiropoulou, 1. (2010b, 2010c).
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heavily used in this project. By “thick descripttdri mean the method where a
researcher gathers information about all incidedésails, images, people, relations
and material world that is possible to be obser¥eddo this, there is no need to have
a previously constructed theory — actually a presitheory might endanger a thick
description by biasing the data gathered at the end

The preliminary stage of research has lasted fibynfiar one year, till the
formal-interview stage started in April 2010. Unoilly this stage cannot stop
before the entire project stops, because it is amgahe pace by which new issues
come up almost everyday that are not yet elaboratedigh to be included in the
formal interviews.

In March 2010, three theoretical arguments hawn l@onstructed to explain
the activity studied. There are three and not omgiraent, not only because the
project has never reached a stage that would pesri reject any of them, but also
because there is no rule that makes such a chbibgatory for a project which
explores a field which has not been previously istffd The argumentsare the
following, in brief:

A.1.l1 The crack # pwyun

The first theoretical construction is the notion“ofack” or “poyun””. This
notion emerged from Professor Stathakis’ own disicusand notes over the schemes
we study in this project and by “crackptbyur” we mean that those initiatives consist
of breaking points from the capitalist economy,tlhis has been formed the last
decades in Greece. The crack can be traced a)eividhws of the participants in
comparison to the mainstream economy and econdwary and b) in the possibility
that multiple market structures created by the s&semight prevent the main market
from working as it should or as the liberal theagnts it: as a self-regulating and free
[from societal control] market. Nedlasserts that in a markets-system, whenever
some of the markets start to work in a non-selt#&ing manner, the entire system
ceases to be self-regulatfng

Finally, to the notion of the crack one could adthrd Holloway's vieV,
according to which the crack might be any actititgt does not (or attempts not to)

! Thick description is not uncontroversial as aowtnd as a method. Discussion on this can be found
at Redding, G. (2005) and at Ponderotto, J.G. (R006

2 How multiple theories interact with each other awith observation findings and how necessary this
is in field research, is well defended by Bensndamand Vidich, A. (1960).

% Detailed development of the theoretical argumersisd for the first stage of research is found at
Sotiropoulou, I. (2010a), pp. 15-18.

* The definition we use for crack is the one givgriidia Koniordou, who is a classical theatre asgre
and theatre director and used the notion of “crackthe main axis for directing the play of Aescisyl
Persaiin 2006.

“The crack is the first sign from which one... cardgict an evolution of things. We do not usually pay
attention to the crack. What does the crack sholivshows a conflict of opposite things: whether...
they are social propensities, or... big social inddigs, or it is huge arrogance that cannot thinkits
own destruction, e.g. it is the indication of greaintradictions that have not yet been overtly
expressed”.

The definition above has been given within the famrk of an interview which Ms Koniordou gave
on May 26" 2010 especially for this research project

® Neale, W.C. (1957).

® Neale, W.C. (1957), p. 369.

"Holloway, J. (2010), esp. chapters 1-13.
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conform to capitalist economic structures and ideascerning labour. A “crack”
exists where a social activity sets the agendaimatesponse to another social
phenomenon but in an original way, focusing notesction to a previous situation,
but on exploring the needs of the people who perfibre activity.

A.1.11 Simmel’s Philosophy of Morfegnd Bateson’s Ecology of the Mihd

This argument combines Bateson’s theory on schizpa based on the idea
that the condition is created after a person isstamily exposed to situations of
double bind with the “thick description” of the meyd capitalist monetary system, as
Simmel presents it in his Philosophy of Money. Thiea schemes we study are an
effort of people to avoid the double binds theyefadgthin modern econorfly People,
by participating in the schemes exit from the mimeesn economy’s field of
communication and acquire an ability (or chanceineta-communication; they can
again comment and renegotiate the conditions af @s®nomic activity; finally, they
(try to) avoid the market-imposed double binds tsng their creativity, which
Bateson considers as an alternative to schizopireni

A.1.lll Collective viewings of value, keeping-wkgiging and grassroots transaction
mechanisms

The third argument starts from Annette Weiner'sdtigesi§ that people in a
specific social and economic setting participateseweral types of transactions, not
with primary intention to participate in the trangans but aiming to keep out of the
transactions what they consider most valuable enthWVe also use David Graeber’'s
anthropological theory of vallleas well as his views about capitalist modes of
productioff, as he links value to human action in a wider extwell beyond the
notion of labour. So, production and reproductidrideas and perceptions are also
considered action creating and contributing tovlleie of some things in comparison
to other. In support of those two views, there cdPaeoline Humphrey’s results from
her field research in NepalShe concludes that barter not only is not thgesgaior to
monetary transactions, but rather the stage afterometary system has started to

! This idea of “re-setting the agenda” is perhagsdhucial point for the crack not only in Holloway’
book (see for this chapters 5-10, e.g. pp. 21-19)diso in the research findings, as they will be
presented in the next unit of this paper. This &l Wfound” in the research results, e.g. the schem
instead of adopting an anti-capitalist discoursamy discourse starting with an “anti-", tend teate

or establishing new themes for discussion or pubdébate and they act within those new themes.
Holloway calls this behaviour “the revolt of doiagainst labour”, see Holloway, J. (2010), pp. 83-99

2 Simmel, G. (2004).

% Bateson, G. (1972).

* For example, “you need official money to accessryfood and clothes — | cannot hire you and/or
offer you a salary that will provide you with theoney to cover your basic needs because | have not
official money to pay you”, etc.

® Bateson, G. (1972), p. 203.

® Weiner, A. (1992).

" Graeber, David (2001).

8 Graeber, David (2006).

® Humphrey, C. (1985).
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disintegrate. “Barter is a response to increasimepy on the part of the people who
wish nevertheless to maintain their autonomy”

Moreover, given that knowledge can also be createdon-scholar people
and/or by collective groupings, not only by writtesord and narration, but also by
action as such one can also describe the theoretical approacithefschemes
themselves as a collective viewfngf value. Nevertheless, due to complete lack of
literature, we can only, at this stage, descrilseféatures, because we think that
collective viewings of value are those which persuheme participants to prioritise
their “valuables”, decide which of them can entdrich transaction and under which
rules, and it actually explains why and how all shopeople bother to defy
mainstream evaluations and invent ways to apply tven.

A.2 The first/qualitative phase of research: open-gestion interviews

Just after having constructed the three argumemgsepted above in March
2010, it was time to check them out in real wolldreated a list of questions, divided
into three groups, of which the questions of thepad and third group would be used
to create the interview questionnaires. At the ¢mel questions were nine (or eight) in
total for each participant. The questions wereamby open-ended, but they also were
as simple and as terminology-neutrab possible. Actually, the questions list was
constructed in a way to create a fruitful discussamd not to make participants just
agree or disagree with something.

Of course, the most difficult part came just aftee interviews started to
accumulate. One would say that the open-end quesstice very useful in grasping
participants’ real views but really messy in conpguthose views to the theoretical
arguments we have to check out.

Analysis showed that all three arguments do neimséo be able to be
discarded from the project. The third argumentnase detailed, seemed easier to be
connected to the participants’ discourse, althoogk should note that the third
argument is the author’s favourite. So, one shbeldareful with anything that shows
that specific argument to prevail.

A.3. The interlude stage of researchand the * hypothesig

Given that the project covers the entire geograptea of Greece and many of
the schemes also have a country-wide dispersioapyinmn 2010 it seemed rather
necessary to put the information we have gathecethison the map. | chose this
approach as we could not ignore the importancepate Moreover, literature on

! Humphrey, C. (1985), p. 67.

2 See for this Biddle, Graeber & Shukaitis (2007).

% We avoid the term “theory”, first because it i¢ actheory, second because “viewing” implies better
the positionality of the viewer(s).

* For the first findings of the first stage of res#m see Sotiropoulou, I. (2010a), pp. 18-20 and
Sotiropoulou, 1. (2010b) pp. 18-20.

® There is no neutrality in words, however, somedsaare less “coloured” than others and we tried to
use them instead of the “others”.

® The entire study with the maps as of January 20pliblished at Sotiropoulou, I. (2011a).

’ For the entire discussion on this “no-name” hypsth and the detailed development of the themes
challenged, see Sotiropoulou, I. (2010b).
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parallel currencies often uses space and geogi@php analytical todl The problem

in our case was that it is not only parallel cuciea we are studying. This has several
implications in terms of literature and methodoldgyt also in terms of possible
comparison among schemes of different structure.

This particular method permitted that the researobld give some first
picture of the geographical dispersion of schemad their members in Greece
compared to the population dispersion of the cquiwfe also tried to compare the
geographical dispersion of schemes to the unemmaynncrease rates for each
Greek region during the last years. The resultshif last comparison have been,
however, inconclusive as of the role of unemploytriearease to the establishment
and expansion of the scherhes

Mapping the schemes created much more questioms ttiea ones it was
supposed to answer.Questions raised could be susemas following: is it possible
that all this activity is completely new, i.e. thaople shifted suddenly their choices
into joining all those schemes in hundreds or thads? Is it possible that all this
activity, for which no literature exists, be so ckly acquired as knowledge by so
many people who can “miraculously” coordinate thelwss without really many
instructions? Is it possible that all this activisya random choice or just an activity
invented because of the new communication techresogvailable to most people?
Can this be just a fashion or just a temporarytehelgainst economic “crisis” and as
a fashion or temporary solution it will fade outcenmainstream economy will
recover? If this is not a peculiarity of Greek sbgj then what is really happening?

At this point, in January 2011, there (re-)appedhnedhistorical question: what
if this activity needs to be placed within a higtal perspective? Of course, there has
been no chance within this research project tohéohistorical research required to
gather all data necessary to evaluate all therfggland have some definite or at least,
satisfactorily verified conclusions. But it has begossible to raise questions and
construct one more hypothesis, which will have tbatures needed to direct the
examination of the above mentioned questions imimes interesting routes. For
analytical purposes, | distinguished the challentdpes economic activity raises for
economic theory and mostly for my own researcly amseries of “themes challenged
and revisited”, so that they are easier to be coetp related literatute

There is no name or title for this hypothesis (Jefause it is too early to
name it. It seems that the schemes studied aresuh@ace of an economy or
economies which never ceased to exist as both mmlaggraces and experiences in
people’s histories. It also seems that the entiseudsion is not about naming the
schemes studied as modern or old, pre-capitaligbst-capitalist, parallel or resisting
to capitalist economy. We might need to view aik tactivity as coeval to the so-
called capitalist or monetary or conventional ecopoand as setting a different

! see for example, Bates, L. K. and J. Lepofsky (Z&leeri, C. (2009), Kennedy, M. and B. A.
Lietaer (2008), Leyshon, A. and N. Thrift (1997)adine, M. (1999), Wiliams, C. C. and J.
Windebank (2003). Actually, the most difficult paftusing this literature was to think what quessio
should one raise concerning geography of GreeknsebeAt the end, the choice made was to create
the maps and see what questions emerge from therwafds.

2 Sotiropoulou, 1. (2011a), pp. 32-33.

3 The themes have been: I. The “deficient” naturdrafsactions without official currency. Il. The
transactions without exact measuring and withaugdr perception of time. Ill. The disdain against
rural communities and their economic structuresl @@ establishment of modern economy. IV. The
idea that “Small is beautiful” but inefficient. MLthe “dark otherness” of peasant economies and the
“freedom that money gives”. VI. The visibility pasdity and ability. For more information, see
Sotiropoulou, 1. (2011b).
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agenda for economics than what capitalist andcapgitalist discourse can offer. This
does not mean that | dismiss any conflictual feeguwr conflict elements that this
activity might have because using another transacthode does not change the
economic and social power of the scheme particgpant

A.4. The second/quantitative stage of research: theguestionnaire and the
resistance to quantification

The more the project was advancing, the more it el@ar that the questions
of quantitative nature could not be answered thmouge interviews or the
ethnographic methods. Moreover, the schemes dasuatlly keep really any records
of their transactions, and even if they do, thikledor the most recent schemes, so
the data they might have is raw and is availabteife most recent months only. On
the other hand, the schemes do not keep records #imr members’ profile. This is
normal as any data collection more than those reduor the transactions to be done
would be considered very intrusive. Therefore,dhly possible solution would be to
collect the data myself by the use of a questioenai

To this point, one should note that the qualitatpfease and the interlude
(mapping) phase of the research had already revéadepeculiarity, the variety and
the multi-aspect character of the activity. Thediognaire was an adventure on its
own right, because actually there was no previa@sgarch of this type and it was
impossible to take another questionnaire as a lwaske! to develop the questions for
my project. That means, the questionnaire has beestructed from scratch which
not only required a lot of time to be prepared ibwdlso required lots of trials and
errors.

Therefore, the questionnaire reflects the dilemnhathe entire research
project: conduct the quantitative research throtigh terms and customs of the
activity studied or examine this activity throudtetprism of the official currency? It
has been my conscious choice to opt for the fiotit®n, although this might not
permit me to gather any data that could be compa#id prices in euro currency.
However, the qualitative research had already shitvanheven the goods and services
offered through the schemes might not have exaunpeoable features with the goods
and services offered in the conventional econonienT it might be more useful to
explore this economic activity on its own terms deave the comparison with the
conventional economy for another, future researofept.

This choice created its own problems, well interemsted with the problems
any questionnaire would have in order to gathea d@dtout this specific economic
activity’. At the end, we have received 331 filled-in questiaires - not really a
satisfactory number, particularly because the ignoe we have about this activity did
not permitted us to construct a sample of partiipalhen, all results of this research
phase (already integrated into the dissertatioa)t@arbe examined with attention but
also with the precaution that they are indicativdypnot really statistically safe to
reach any definitive conclusions.

! Sotiropoulou, I. (2012b), pp. 9-10.
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B. The role of women in the economic activity stueéid and their research
participation

Even from the beginning of my research project, worappeared to be well
involved with the schemes which participated in tegearch. The data presented in
this unit concern data gathered till more or Iéssdénd of 2011. In 2012 new schemes
appeared which has been is impossible to integn&iethe research project the same
way as the schemes who have been integrated thieyseyears.

B.1. Participation in decision-making

In many cases, women are the founding members aaddioators of the
schemes. Out of 44 schemes effectively workingpnng 2012 (including several
free bazaars which | have contacted so far), thie m@ordinators of at least the 27
initiatives or the majority in their managing assdies are women. In the other
schemes, women are also taking part in the decrsaking and their views and ideas
are well revered and promoted. What is very intergss that there is a tendency (at
least, according to the data we have had till 2&#1) that the more the scheme tries
to use transaction tools well near the existingsofeurrencies), the more the
participation of women in high rank decision-makipgsitions is limited or reduced
to managerial duties. We need to examine this nb®eause it is just an observation
which needs to be checked out.

The other phenomenon | liked very much while ddinig research is that in
collectivities, it was usually the women who weraeful and reluctant to accept
immediately to participate in the research. Theyewthe ones to ask for more
information and guarantees by the researcher —-hathias eager to give. | call those
women “community mothers”. Their role was crucial imaking the groups they
participated in aware of the dangers of an academngisearch — and actually they
helped me very much in terms of opening this diftiadiscussion about research
ethics. | mean, | would have done exactly the sdnmgy if | was in their position. |
can say then that | was prepared for this testlaamd glad to see that the schemes
have their community mothers to look after oversbkeme external relations. | must
admit though, that “community mothers” never crdaday problem to my research —
all issues | faced concerning my research stemmoea people who had completely a
different role within the scheme.

B.2. Participation in the schemes in general

Apart from coordinating or managerial positions,mem are also participating
vastly in the schemes themselves as members. ®usbhen obvious from my
observations (and counting, whenever this was plessi a gathering). Participation
alone is not a safe indication in itself — althoupk traditional advice for the open
marketdin my homeland, Thrace, is “wherever you see mamynen gathering
around a stall, there you should go for there thesgood stuff”. However, given that
women not only participate but also look happy &mehdly in the gatherings, fairs
and assemblies, makes me think that they are eot ih a forced way, nor because
they had nowhere else to go.

! We call them bazaars in Thrage({dpt, Taldpto).
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To this, | suppose, there might contribute the fiett children are well
received and treated within the schemes. Most sebeonganise amusing and/or
educative activities for the children, they provitiem with toys and tools and there
are also specialised teachers and/or carers todattee children. Same respectful
treatment appears to exist for elderly people. Tiesins, probably, that it is easy for a
family to participate in an activity without haviqggoblems concerning who will take
care of the children or whether the elder motheiativer will feel well within such a
context. Then, the hypothesis which needs to beam@ed is whether this global
approach of family participation in the schemegivaites makes it easier for women
to participate and support the schemes themseleew/hether this approach has been
a conscious choice by women who have such an immorble in decision-making of
the schemes.

Most schemes do not have data concerning thel@mffitheir members. It is
indicative of the lack of this information thatawutumn 2010, when | was working on
the mapping of the scheme’s membership, only vewy $chemes could provide data
about membership in general, much less data abeuparticipation of women and
men in a scheme. In most cases | could have sofoemation about women’s
population in the schemes, that was because tlzeveat raw, so | could.... count
women in comparison to men members. However, from few schemes who
provided me with some data at that time, we cantlsgewomen prevail in numbers
in the schemes, and in most cases where they ddheyt are not few, compared to
the population of men.

Table 1. Membership of men and women in schemes

Scheme Sum Women| % Men %
ENOW Athens Time Bank (1/2011) 36 26 72 10 23
Peliti-From hand to hand (11/2010) 1757 76* 43 9 | 7 5
Peliti-Localities of farms (11/2010) 213*| 34* 16 a7 |84
Rodia Exchange Network (2/2012) 203 119 59 84 41
Exchange Network of Chania (3/2012) 475t 289 61 618 39
Charise-to Free network (10/2011) 601t 310 52 291 48
Dosse-Pare Free network (11/2010) 929** 410 44 51956

* There has been registration of groups of peojebe. imonastery groups.
** Based on the members who have filled-in theimnber profiles

In the table above we see that women are more mfam in most of the
schemes of which we have data. However, it is @stang that the membership in
both Peliti networks shows that male members areertitan women, particularly in
the network concerning the preservation and dissatmoin of traditional varieties and
domestic animals. | can tell, given that | haveratied as a volunteer and researcher
three of the annual Peliti fairs, that this membgrss quite incoherent with the vast
participation of women in the fair itself.

In other words, it is obvious that if we companestdata with the observation
data, we can suppose that men register as offeehbers, but women not only
participate in the household’s effort to enable tbgistered member to be able to
produce the traditional varieties so that they ofier traditional seeds to the fair, but
they also participate in the fair itself, voluntiegrand exchanging. Then, why don’t
we see them (women) in the membership numbers?
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This issue has been one of the major ones. kuslihat one member of the
household only registers with a scheme. | have $esnmany times during my
research. The question is why in this case the eusnbf men (officially registered
members) prevail so much. | was so curious, treatted discussing this during the
fair of 2010 with one of the most important womarPeliti, who is not registered as
an official member but whose husband is. | askedhbes she thinks | should tackle
with the problem that if a Peliti member wants todquce for the network, then no
matter what the official arrangements might be, éhére household participates in
this effort, even through the fact that to enabie to offer the traditional varieties,
you need to relieve this person from other taskthérhousehold. Moreover, | was
worried that the effort of the entire householdsas visible through the membership
lists, which really creates a picture of women mpamticipating in the network.

She replied to me that this is very complicatedstf because there are
practical reasons for a household to give just wm@enber's name contact details.
Then, because there are several arrangements withimousehold — which means, if
the husband wants to work more on the traditiomaieties and his wife helps him,
then she might have another occupation and hebeithe one to contribute his work
so that she is able to dedicate her effort to whatmight want to.

Of course, there are cases in several networksenhere than one members
of the household have registered with individualcamts. In other cases, couples are
registered together, creating an account for thpleoin general. | know a case where
in the official lists there is the name of a mateisehold member, but the person who
represents the household at fairs or/and at exesarsgusually the female/wife. In
some other cases, the wife is registered althogthtisband has worked too for her
to be able to offer to the network, but he is md¢iested in putting his name ahead.

One important aspect of membership is that notmambers are active —
membership is counted on the base of registrafibrs is something that women in
the networks let us know, because when | pointtioat there are also numerous or
many men in a scheme, the comment | receive istliegt do not do transactions at
all, or they are less active than women. This mething | have also seen myself in
the networks | am a member of: women are much namtése in performing
transactions than men. Or, maybe there is someegatpn in terms of
hobbies/interests/production activities which makesn transacting more with other
men and women transacting more with other womeargethre it is not easy to grasp
this by observation if you are a woman. There areeal data on this and observation
only is not enough, particularly because due to mesearcher-identity 1 cannot
perform too many transactions, for lack of timefarreasons of keeping my activity
somehow lower than average so that | do not interieat much with the networks’
trade volume.

A third problem we face concerning the role of veanin scheme participation
is the phenomenon of registered members actingpds members. | mean with this
that many official members of networks do not otdgnsact on behalf of their
household, but also they transact with friendsemaéd family, neighbours etc who
have not registered with the network. This makesehtire picture of membership
and of women'’s participation completely inaccurdtee reason is that this node-role
creates several “regular non-members” to transaithirw a network without
registering and at this point we completely logghsiwhether and how many men or
women transact in this way.
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B.3. Women'’s talk — the discourse of women in thaierviews

Given that many women have been involved with toerdination and
management of the schemes, when it came to makéntberiews with scheme
coordinators or members who had a global view efstheme activity, | was glad to
see that many of the interviewees were women. Tiews have been revealing of
what their aims are and how they think of this exoit activity. There follow some
samples of quotes from the interviews given:

“I remember, because | have grown up with valueshdf type e xdmoieg
téro1ec olicg), that we were going to harvest thyme, herbs miyhfather, and he used
to say “never exhaust them all from one place, woll cut some, and you will go
further so that there remain the roots, there remthie flowers”, to have the plants
renewed... to be augmented... this was self-evidenthe people who lived in this
manner could not think in another way. What isg&png now: Not only knowledge
is lost, but huge values are lost referring tasteconomy... the idea of renewable is
an ancient value...”

“It is very easy to find within the exchange spa&cpiivalent relationships...
the only [condition] needed it to do well my wosk, that they do not tell me “what
did you want and you offered painting, while youndd know how to paint?”... the
only thing needed is the personal word of honoat tiies, | can manage, or at least,
| think | can manage, and | am good-faith persdryou see | cannot do this, so not
assign me such a work”.”

“My half occupation is the schogshe is a school teachetjecause | adore
school too, and the other half occupation is wittie[ name of the scheme]. When |
have spare time, | am also occupied with home, 8oree [she laughs]... [the name
of the scheme] is a meraki...To merakip@x:), if you put work schedule and limit
and interest, it stops from being meraki. Meraks Ina limits, it is something else.”

To my question why not to sell the traditional segdsen for free through the
scheme’l will never do this. Because if everyone did thisen community would be
built on other bases, it would not be a communitywould be an economic
community. The aim is to offer at last somethingcvis free o {yroduevo eivar va
TPOOPEPEIS ETITEAOVS KATL TOV VO, EIVAL OWPEAV)”.

However, | could not but mention that women’s atté to the new modes of
transaction are not completely outside the maiasirel mean, depending on the
people, the scheme and the situation women migjhit fagainst reproduction of
mainstream valuings, or they might reproduce theth intensified effort, as if those
valuings, fair and unfair, are normal in the ecogoihseems of course, that women
are very comfortable to create and disseminatesidegond the mainstream, but there
are also cases where they consider mainstream miondeas as normal This of
course is not a problem of women only — howeveraking free from the mainstream
economic mentality, actually, it is the challengke vaomen because mainstream
valuings and transaction mechanisms are more uafalte to women than to men.

! Specific cases discussed and examined are prdsarBetiropoulou,l. (2012a). The focus of the
paper concerns the perceptions of value withirstieemes and the challenge for women is evident in
the cases discussed.
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B.4. Women filling-in the survey questionnaires

As already mentioned, | received 331 filled-in gi@®aires. 216 out of them
have been answered by women and only 115 by mes.ntakes the questionnaire
analysis very very interesting, because it repdastheme of women being more
involved with the scheme activity in practical texntHowever, given that it was not
possible to have a real sample of the population mlakes transactions without the
euro currency, and given that the questionnairesived were not of a satisfactory
number, we could reach safe conclusions basedeosutivey results.

This section of the paper is still under... consiugtin the sense that we
present here the findings from some of the 45 questjust to give an indication of
women’s profile and activity. The analysis of theegtionnaire results is still in
process and | hope that | will be able to presemtendetailed results in the future.

Graph 1. Gender of research participants

Gender

Men
34,7%

Women
65,3%

It is true that wherever women were involved witle thanagement of the
guestionnaire information, those have been annalagain and again. To me, this
analogy of 2:1 of answered questionnaires showtear effort by women to make
their statements and contributions to the researbat means, it cannot be a good
explanation that they just wanted to help me bezduam a woman. If the data
presented in the previous units are true, then woare heavily involved with the
schemes and are willing to express themselves dhamitinvolvement. Then, the
research project might have been a good chandbdor to make this statement.
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Graph 2. Age of women in the schemes

According to the survey findings, women who paptte in the schemes are
of productive age. 69,4% out of them are of aged@6while 95,3 % out of them are
aged 15-55.

Age of women
0,5%

0,5%
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12.5% 13,4% @152

m 16-25
0 26-35
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W 46-55
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Graph 3. Education of women

It seems that women who participated in the rebeare very educated in
general terms. Their major part, i.e. 75,4% outpafticipants, have a university
degree of graduate or postgraduate level, whil&%6yut of the female participants
have continued studies after High School eithelJmversities or other education
institutions.

@ Elementary School

Education of women

m Junior Highschool

0,5% 0%

13%

0O Highschool

O University

m Other education
(private colleges,
professional
education,

conservatories)
@ Postgraduate studies
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Graph 4. How many women have any income in euro ctgncy

To this question (stemming from the main occupatoestion), we have had 211
answers.

They have any income in euros

O yes
H no
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Graph 5. Women'’s household income

Women's household income I 0-5000

B 5001-10000

0 10001-15000

0 15001-20000

W 20001-30000

16,2% @ 30001-50000

B 50001-150000

O more than
150001

16,2%

From the last two graphs, numbers 4 and 5, we eartleat more that 52,3%
of the women who participated in the research, iliv®w-income households, whose
income is less than 15000 euros per year. Thisctigally a very... conservative
estimation, because the questionnaire has beesndissted in later August 2011 and
the women who filled it in had in mind their incortexels of 2010. Moreover, from
the question concerning the main occupation ofig@péants, 36,5% of women seem to
have no income in euros at all, as they definer th&in occupation either as
unemployed, or as housewives/mothers, or as stsident

This finding, if compared to the age and educatidrnwomen, shows an
extremely interesting reversion of percentages: viist majority of women are young
and of productive age, they are very educated,abihe same time they are low-
income people and many out of them have no inconadficial currency at all.
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Graph 6. Women's participation in schemes

Women's participation in schemes

8,8%

Oyes
Eno

91,2%

Graph 7. Frequency of women'’s transactions

To the question concerning how often they perforangactions without official
currency, we received 209 answers by women.

Frequency of women's transactions

@ Every day

2,9%
m At least once per

week

O At least 3 times per

week
6,2%
O At least once every
15 days
9,1% B At least once per
month

@ At least once every 2
months

m Less often than once
every 3 months
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Graph 8. If women had many euros available, wouldhey prefer to pay and get
paid for their transactions in euros instead of daig transactions without euro
currency?

This question received 199 answers by women.

If euros available, would women transact in euros?

10,1%

@ yes

B no
O some transactions

68,8%

Instead of conclusions

Given that the analysis of the survey resultsilkistprocess, it is not possible
at this state to reach any safe conclusions. Hom@ve could underline the case that
despite transactions are not as often as one eoplelct, and despite that many of the
participants belong to low income households, tbemlication to exchanges without
the use of official currency is amazing. The quesi concerning the volume of
transactions and the reasons of the participantsdieducting such economic activity
have not been analysed yet to have some moreeateadture of the activity. What is
sure: we need extensive study and research oopietd be able to understand what
women are trying to teach us through alternati@aedaction modes.
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